
Timeline for Submitting Background Check Applications
D

SH
S 

/ 
FB

I /
 W

SP
D

CY
F

A
PP

LI
CA

N
T

 
Submits  

application  
in MERIT

 
Initiates background  

check and sends  
fingerprint appointment  

(within 1 hour)

 
Schedules fingerprint 

appointment 
(5 days)

 
Attends appointment  
and is fingerprinted  

(5 days)

 
Receives fingerprints  

and distributes results  
(2 days)

 
Clearance  
Decision  

(Total is 12 days)

 
Issues final  

decision 
 in MERIT 

(within 1 hour)

 
Requires  
further  
review?

 
Clearance  
Decision 

(Total is 24 days)

 
Completes suitability 
assessment and issues  
final decision in MERIT  

(12 days)

NO 
(97%)

YES (3%)

DCYF does not discriminate and provides equal access to its programs and services for all persons without regard to race, color, gender, religion, creed, marital 
status, national origin, citizenship or immigration status, age, sexual orientation or gender identity, veteran or military status, status as a breastfeeding mother, and 
the presence of any physical, sensory, or mental disability or use of a dog guide or service animal. If you would like free copies of this publication in an alternative 
format or language, please contact DCYF Constituent Relations at 1-800-723-4831 or email communications@dcyf.wa.gov DCYF PUBLICATION EL_0076 (09-2024)

mailto:communications%40dcyf.wa.gov?subject=

