STRENGTHEN FAMILIES LOCALLY

Levels of Prevention

Strengthening Families Washington supports implementation of family strengthening and support services that fall along a continuum of
prevention. Where individual services fall along this continuum determine who will benefit most from accessing these services. Balancing
universal and targeted prevention strategies will help ensure that programs meet families where they are and that all children and families
have the opportunity to thrive.

Universal Prevention

Improving supports and pathways in child welfare and family support systems for everyone in the
community to experience positive outcomes

Secondary Prevention

Services and supports that focus on those families who are at risk for entering the child welfare
system (new contacts)

Includes families at risk of disproportional representation in the child welfare system, as well as
behavioral risk factors

Tertiary Prevention

Supports for families who have already entered CW system to avoid child removal, to encourage
reunification, and to avoid subsequent reports
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